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CITY OF GARDNER
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PROPERTY TAX CLASSIFICATION

Pursuant to the provisions of M.G.L. c. 40, § 56, the Gardner City Council will conduct a Public

Hearing on Monday, December 7, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom concerning the percentages of

the local tax levy to be borne by each class of Real Estate and Personal Property within the City

for the Fiscal Year 2021. Interested parties desiring to offer testimony may submit their

comments in writing to the City Clerk at aagnelli@gardner-ma.gov or register in advance for

this Zoom hearing at https://tinyurl.com/Gardner2020Tax. After registering, a confirmation

email containing information about joining the hearing will be sent to the registrant.

ALAN L. AGNELLI
CITY CLERK



CITY OF GARDNER
OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF ASSESSORS

95 Pleasant Street
City Hall, Room 226, Gardner MA 01440-2688

Tel: 978-630-4004
Fax: 978 630-4080
Email: cjornet@gardner-ma.gov

Celia Jornet, MAA
City Assessor

November 24, 2020

Re: Tax Classification Hearing

Dear City Council Members:

At today’s Board of Assessor’s meeting, the Board unanimously voted for a residential factor of
“17, taxing all classes of property (Residential, Commercial, Industrial and Personal Property) at
the same rate.

The Board believes that a shift in the tax rate, increasing the rate for Commercial, Industrial and
Personal Property is inadvisable at this time. City Boards and Agencies are working hard to
attract new businesses to the City, especially small businesses to the downtown area. The Board
believes that such a shift would be adverse to the goals that City officials are attempting to
achieve.

Sincerely,

Celia Jornet, MAA
City Assessor, Gardner
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Gardner Historic Average Single Family Home Tax Bill

Single
Single Family [Single |Family Avg Single
Assessed Family |Average Res Tax |Family Tax
Fiscal Year (Value Parcels |Value Rate Bill

2010 701,294,700 3895 180,100{ 14.86 2,676.29
2011| 680,455,200 3907 174,200{ 15.67 2,729.71
2012 671,136,600 3906 171,800 16.67 2,863.91
2013 670,651,600, 3909 171,600 17.46 2,996.14
2014 633,628,900 3913 161,900| 18.87 3,055.05
2015 627,774,800 3945 159,100 19.98 3,178.82
2016 650,308,100 3962 164,100 20.47 3,359.13
2017 689,881,300 3977 173,500 20.48 3,553.28
2018 713,318,700 3985 179,000 20.27 3628.33
2019| 773,887,200 4001 193,400 20.14 3895.08
2020| 824,554,400 4005 205,881 19.74 4064.09
2021 853,053,400 4020 212,200




FY2020 Average Single Family Homes (Northern Worcester County)

Avg. Value |Tax Rate |Avg. Tax Bill |Rank**
Ashburnham 266,516 20.10 5,356.97 166
Fitchburg* 212,470 19.71 4,187.78 244
Gardner 205,881 19.74 4,064.09 251
Athol 174,282 17.18 2,994.16 315
Lunenburg 332,447 18.12 6,023.94 119
Leominster 282,884 17.98 5,086.25 178
Westminster 290,751 17.55 5,102.68 175
Winchendon 205,866 16.28 3,351.50 306
Phillipston 226,551 16.94 3,837.77 270
Templeton 226,163 16.83 3,806.32 273
Hubbardston 278,987 14.82 4,134.59 248

* Fitchburg adopted a single tax rate eff FY2020

Gardner FY2020 Average Single Family Home Assessment $205,900
Gardner FY2021 Average Single Family Home Assessment $212,200

** Rank of average tax bill in Massachusetts of 331 municipalities

DLS did not include the following communities

Barnstable
Boston
Brookline
Cambridge
Chelsea
Concord
Everett
Harvard
Hopkinton
Malden
Nantucket
Provincetown
Reading
Somerville
Sudbury
Tisbury
Truro
Waltham
Watertown
Wellsfleet
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Greater Gardner Chamber of Commerce
29 Parker Street, PO Box 1381
GREATER - Gardner, MA 01440

GARDNER (978) 632-1780

November 24, 2020
TO: Celia Jornet, City Assessor
City of Gardner

FROM: Carol Jacobson, President & CEO
Greater Gardner Chamber of Commerce

RE: SPLIT TAX RATE

| recently received notice of the December 7* public hearing during which the subject of maintaining the
City’s current flat tax rate vs. the introduction of a split tax rate will be discussed. | will not be available
to attend, however feel it is important to share the Chamber’s views regarding a potential split rate.

The Greater Gardner Chamber of Commerce represents roughly 300 area businesses, the majority of
which are Gardner based; many are small businesses. As a collective voice for our region’s business
owners, it is the Chamber’s position that a split rate resulting in an increase in the tax rate paid by area
businesses could not only hamper the city’s ability to attract new business, but could also result in the
loss of businesses/employers currently located in the city.

This year has posed extraordinary challenges for business owners and managers trying to navigate
through the pandemic -- many experiencing significant reductions in revenues along with myriad other
hardships. The Chamber of Commerce believes that the additional financial burden that would result
from a split tax rate at this time would likely have an unintended but significant negative effect.

Thank you for your time and attention.

Sincerely,

Caisf \Sagely dor

Carol Jacobson



