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CITY OF GARDNER     IN CITY COUNCIL 

 
Regular Meeting of the City Council was held remotely on Tuesday evening, September 8, 
2020.  

CALL TO ORDER 
 

Council President Elizabeth Kazinskas called the meeting to order at 7:30 o’clock p.m.  
 

CALL OF THE ROLL 
 

City Clerk Alan Agnelli called the Roll of Members. Eleven (11) Councillors were present 
including President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, 
Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen 
Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh.   
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

President Kazinskas led the Council in reciting the Opening Prayer. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

President Kazinskas led the Council in reciting the “Pledge of Allegiance”. 
 

OPEN MEETING RECORDING & PUBLIC RECORDS ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

President Kazinskas announced that pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order 
Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §20, and the Governor’s 
March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitation on the number of people that may gather in 
one place, this meeting of the Gardner City Council will be conducted via remote participation 
and broadcast live on Gardner Educational Television, Channel 8, and on the City’s YouTube 
Channel. The audio or video recording, transcript, or other comprehensive record of 
proceedings will be posted on the City’s website as soon as possible after the meeting.  She 
added that since the meeting is being conducted via Zoom, that all votes taken would be by 
roll call and asked Councillors to raise their hands to be recognized.  

 
READING & ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

 

On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, on call 
of the roll, it was voted eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James 
Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott 
Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to waive reading 
and to accept the Minutes of the August 3, 2020 Regular Meeting, as printed. 
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COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 

 

APPOINTMENTS 
#10317 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor Ronald Cormier informed the Council that 
the Committee voted favorably to recommend the Appointment.   
 

On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, 
Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, 
George Tyros, and James Walsh, to confirm the following Appointment received from the 
Mayor: 
 

 PHILLIP BUSO to the position of VETERANS’ AGENT/VETERANS’ BURIAL AGENT for the 
term expiring August 6, 2021. 
 

Worcester, ss.               September 10, 2020 
 

 Then personally appeared PHILLIP BUSO and made oath that he would faithfully and 
impartially perform the duties of VETERANS’ AGENT/VETERANS’ BURIAL AGENT according to law 
and the best of his abilities.  

Before me, 
      /s/ Faith A. Glover, Assistant City Clerk 
 

#10318 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor Ronald Cormier informed the Council that 
the Committee voted favorably to recommend the Appointment.   
 

On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, 
Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, 
George Tyros, and James Walsh, to confirm the following Appointment received from the 
Mayor: 
 

 PHILLIP BUSO to the position of VETERANS’ GRAVES OFFICER for term expiring August 6, 
2021. 
 

Worcester, ss.               September 10, 2020 
 

 Then personally appeared PHILLIP BUSO and made oath that he would faithfully and 
impartially perform the duties of VETERANS’ GRAVES OFFICER according to law and the best of his 
abilities.  

Before me, 
      /s/ Faith A. Glover, Assistant City Clerk 
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#10319 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor James Walsh informed the Council that the 
Committee voted favorably to recommend the Appointment.   
 

On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, 
Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, 
George Tyros, and James Walsh, to confirm the following Appointment received from the 
Mayor: 
 

 CHRISTOPHER COUGHLIN to the position of CITY ENGINEER for term expiring August 6, 
2023. 
 

Worcester, ss.               September 14, 2020 
 

 Then personally appeared CHRISTOPHER COUGHLIN and made oath that he would faithfully 
and impartially perform the duties of CITY ENGINEER according to law and the best of his abilities.  

Before me, 
      /s/ Faith A. Glover, Assistant City Clerk 
 

#10320 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor James Walsh informed the Council that the 
Committee voted favorably to recommend the Appointment.   
 

On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, 
Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, 
George Tyros, and James Walsh, to confirm the following Appointment received from the 
Mayor: 
 

 SHAUNESY DAME to the position of ALTERNATE INSPECTOR OF WIRES for term expiring 
August 6, 2021. 
 

#10321 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor James Walsh informed the Council that the 
Committee voted favorably to recommend the Appointment.  
 

Councillor Graves questioned if the appointment is for three years. 
 

Councillor Walsh replied that he believed so.    
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Councillor Graves stated that the Mayor is authorized to make any appointment period that 
he wants, as he has a legal opinion advising him that he can do so. 
 

On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, 
Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, 
George Tyros, and James Walsh, to confirm the following Appointment received from the 
Mayor: 
 

 DARRELL SWEENEY to the position of INSPECTOR OF WIRES for term expiring August 6, 
2023. 
 

Worcester, ss.               September 10, 2020 
 

 Then personally appeared DARRELL SWEENEY and made oath that he would faithfully and 
impartially perform the duties of INSPECTOR OF WIRES according to law and the best of his abilities.
  

Before me, 
      /s/ Faith A. Glover, Assistant City Clerk 
 
#10322 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor Ronald Cormier informed the Council that 
the Committee voted favorably to recommend the Appointment.   
 

On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, 
Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, 
George Tyros, and James Walsh, to confirm the following Appointment received from the 
Mayor: 
 

 ALANA MESERVE to the position of ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER for term expiring August 
6, 2021. 
 

Worcester, ss.               September 17, 2020 
 

 Then personally appeared ALANA MESERVE and made oath that she would faithfully and 
impartially perform the duties of ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER according to law and the best of her 
abilities.  

Before me, 
      /s/ Faith A. Glover, Assistant City Clerk 
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ORDERS 
#10323 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor Ronald Cormier informed the Council that 
the Committee voted favorably to recommend the Order.  He said that a portion of the 
appropriation represents the City’s share of the grant for new SCBAs for the Fire Department 
and the balance is to purchase a second set of turnout gear for each firefighter.     
 

On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, 
Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, 
George Tyros, and James Walsh, to adopt the following Order: 
 

AN ORDER APPROPRIATING A SUM OF MONEY FROM FREE CASH TO FIRE 
DEPARTMENT - VARIOUS ACCOUNTS. 

ORDERED:  That there be and is hereby appropriated the sum of Seventy-Four Thousand Eight 
Hundred Nineteen Dollars and No Cents ($74,819.00) from Free Cash to the following 
accounts: 
 

  Fire Department New Equipment  $24,819.00 
  Fire Department Protective FF Clothing  $50,000.00 
 

Presented to the Mayor for Approval – September 9, 2020 
Approved – September 9, 2020 
MICHAEL J. NICHOLSON, Mayor  

 

#10324 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor James Walsh informed the Council that the 
appropriation will be used to provide the Health Department with online permitting services.  
 

On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, 
Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, 
George Tyros, and James Walsh, to adopt the following Order: 
 

AN ORDER APPROPRIATING FROM FREE CASH TO INFO/TECHNOLOGY SOFTWARE 
ACCOUNT.  

ORDERED:  That there be and is hereby appropriated the sum of Twenty Thousand Eight 
Hundred Dollars and No Cents ($20,800.00) from Free Cash to the Info/Technology Software 
Account. 

Presented to the Mayor for Approval – September 9, 2020 
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Approved – September 9, 2020 
MICHAEL J. NICHOLSON, Mayor  

 

#10325 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor Walsh informed the Council that the 
appropriation will be used to replace three Police vehicles this year, as the practice has been 
to replace three annually. He cited the Police Chief’s correspondence for additional details.  
 

On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, 
Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, 
George Tyros, and James Walsh, to adopt the following Order: 
 

AN ORDER APPROPRIATING FROM FREE CASH TO THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
VEHICLES ACCOUNT.  
 

ORDERED:  That there be and is hereby appropriated the sum of One Hundred Fifty Thousand 
Dollars and No Cents ($150,000.00) from Free Cash to the Police Department Vehicles 
Account. 
 

Presented to the Mayor for Approval – September 9, 2020 
Approved – September 9, 2020 
MICHAEL J. NICHOLSON, Mayor  

 

#10326 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor James Walsh informed the Council that 
since the Committee lacked sufficient documentation concerning ancillary costs for the 
filtration system that it recommends that the Order be referred back to the Committee for 
further study.  He added that the project could potentially be delayed until the spring when 
the City has a better handle on the overall budget situation. 
 

On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, 
Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, 
George Tyros, and James Walsh, to refer the following Order to the Finance Committee for 
further study and report:   
 

AN ORDER APPROPRIATING A SUM OF MONEY FROM FREE CASH TO POOL 
FILTRATION SYSTEM ACCOUNT. 

ORDER:  That there be and is hereby appropriated the sum of Seventy-Five Thousand Dollars 
and No Cents ($75,000.00) from Free Cash to the Pool Filtration System Account. 
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ORDINANCES 
#10327 
On a motion by Councillor Nathan Boudreau and seconded by Councillor Karen Hardern, it 
was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors 
James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, 
Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to refer An 
Ordinance Relative to Stormwater and Erosion Control to the Public Service Committee for 
study and report. 
 
#10328 
On a motion by Councillor Nathan Boudreau and seconded by Councillor Karen Hardern, it 
was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors 
James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, 
Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to refer An 
Ordinance Relative to Illicit Connections and Discharges to the Storm Drain System to the 
Public Service Committee for study and report. 
 

PETITIONS, APPLICATIONS, COMMUNICATIONS, ETC. 
#10329 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor James Walsh informed the Council that the 
matter has been before the Committee for a lengthy period of time as there were delays with 
responses from National Grid.  Recent correspondence from Attorney Deborah Phillips 
outlines the issues, he added, addressing the trespass on City property and National Grid’s 
Easement.   
 

Councillor Walsh moved to adopt the following Measure: 
 

                       EIGHTH AMENDMENT TO LEASE 
 

THIS EIGHTH AMENDMENT TO LEASE made this _____ day of _____________, 2020, by 
and between the CITY OF GARDNER, a municipal corporation duly organized and existing 
under the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, acting by and through its Mayor and 
as successor to the rights, privileges, duties and liabilities of the CITY OF GARDNER’S  former 
Public Works Board and its Director of Public Works (the “City” or “Lessor”) and HENRY 
HEYWOOD MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, a charitable corporation organized under the laws of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and having a principal office at 242 Green Street, 
Gardner, Massachusetts 01440 (the “Hospital” or “Lessee”). 

 

Recitals 
 

WHEREAS the City is the Lessor and the Hospital is the Lessee of a certain parcel of land 
situated on the westerly side of Green Street in Gardner, as further described in a Lease 
Agreement dated April 9, 1968, and recorded in Worcester District Registry of Deeds, Book 
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4869, Page 185, (the “Lease”), as amended by: 1) an agreement dated October 21, 1980, recorded 
in said Registry in Book 7135, Page 310 (First Amendment to Lease), 2) an amendment dated 
December 2, 1980, recorded in said Registry in Book 7135, Page 314 (Second Amendment to 
Lease), 3) by an agreement dated January, 1986, also called an amendment and certified by the 
city clerk as being signed January 21, 1986 (Third Amendment to Lease, unrecorded), 4) by an 
amendment entitled “Amendment to Lease Agreement,” endorsed by the Mayor on  January 
26, 1998 (Fourth Amendment to Lease, unrecorded; see  Deed also signed by the Mayor on 
January 26, 1998, recorded in said Registry in Book 19750, Page 159), 5) by amendment entitled 
“Second Amendment,” dated May 11, 2000, recorded in said Registry in Book 22705, Page 320 
(Fifth Amendment to Lease), 6) by amendment entitled “Third Amendment to Lease,” dated 
July 25, 2016, recorded in said Registry in Book 55817, Page 392 (Sixth Amendment to Lease), 
and by 7) amendment entitled “Fourth Amendment to Lease,” dated September 14, 2017, and 
recorded in said Registry in Book 57862, Page 98 (Seventh Amendment to Lease);  

 
WHEREAS, in 1997, the City and the Hospital negotiated the sale of certain land by the City 
to the Hospital, including Parcel Two leased to the Hospital under the Lease, and the release of 
a portion of the Hospital’s leasehold in Parcel One; 

 

WHEREAS, on October 14, 1997, the Hospital’s Board of Trustees resolved to pay the City 
Twenty-Four Thousand Five Hundred ($24,500) Dollars for the purchase of said property and 
to release the Hospital’s leasehold in approximately 5.86 acres of said Parcel One;  

 

WHEREAS, the Amendment to Lease Agreement endorsed on January 26, 1998 (Fourth 
Amendment to Lease), specifically reduced the area being leased by the Hospital to a parcel 
containing 2.16 acres, more or less;   

 

WHEREAS, the City did convey said property to the Hospital by a Deed signed by the Mayor 
on January 26, 1998 (the same day the Fourth Amendment was endorsed), and recorded in said 
Registry in Book 19750, Page 159;  

 

WHEREAS, in 2007, the City’s Planning Board granted the Hospital a Special Permit dated 
October 9, 2007, to expand the Hospital’s parking facilities, said permit being recorded in said 
Registry in Book 42418, Page 1;  

 

WHEREAS, the Hospital did thereafter expand its parking facilities to an area that exceeds the 
2.16 acres leased by the City to the Hospital as part of the 1997 negotiations, as commemorated 
in the Deed and the Fourth Amendment; and  

 

WHEREAS the Parties now desire to resolve this pretermission;  
 

NOW THEREFORE, in exchange for the mutual promises contained herein, and other good 
and valuable consideration, the sufficiency of which the Parties affirm, the City and Hospital 
agree as follows: 

 

Article 1 of the Lease Agreement dated April 9, 1968 be amended to read as follows: 
 

The Lessor leases to the Lessee the premises in the City of Gardner, County of Worcester, 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, described as follows: 
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A certain parcel of land situated in the City of Gardner, County of Worcester, Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts bounded and described as follows: 

 

BEGINNING at a point on the westerly sideline of Green Street at the northeasterly corner of 
land now or formerly of Henry Heywood Memorial Hospital; 

 

THENCE S69°06’14”W by land of said Henry Heywood Memorial Hospital one hundred eighty 
and 09/100 (180.09’) feet to a point; 

 

THENCE Northerly over land of the City of Gardner along a curve concave to the east having 
a radius of eight hundred twelve and 50/100 (812.50’) feet, an arc length of three hundred 
sixteen and 37/100 (316.37’) feet to a point; 

 
THENCE N03°01’05”E over land of the City of Gardner two hundred twenty six and 86/100 
(226.86’) feet to a point; 

 

THENCE northerly over land of the City of Gardner along a curve concave to the west having 
a radius of one thousand seven hundred eighty-seven and 50/100 (1,787.50’) feet, an arc length 
of two hundred thirty-eight and 84/100 (238.84’) feet to a point; 

 

THENCE N85°21’45”E over land of the City of Gardner one hundred eighty and 00/100 
(180.00’) feet to a Worcester County highway bound on the westerly sideline of Green Street; 

 

THENCE Southerly by the westerly sideline of Green Street along a curve concave to the west 
having a radius of one thousand nine hundred sixty-seven and 50/100 (1,967.50’) feet, an arc 
length of two hundred sixty-two and 89/100 (262.89’) feet to a Worcester County highway 
bound; 

 

THENCE S03°01’05”W by the westerly sideline of Green Street two hundred twenty six and 
86/100 (226.86’) feet to a point; 

 

THENCE southeasterly by the westerly sideline of Green Street along a curve concave to the 
east having a radius of six hundred thirty-two and 50/100 (632.50’) feet, an arc length of two 
hundred forty-one and 24/100 (241.24’) feet to the point of beginning. 

 

CONTAINING 3.13 Acres. 
 

The remaining land in PARCEL ONE, as previously described in Article 1 of the April 9, 1968 
Agreement, is released by the Lessee to the full ownership and control of the City of Gardner 
(Lessor). 

 

This description of the leased area set forth herein shall be binding on the parties 
notwithstanding any prior revisions, agreements, or amendments to the Lease. 

 

All other terms of the original Lease agreement, as amended from time to time, shall remain in 
full force and effect until the end of the original lease term, which remains April 8, 2067.  

 
Councillor Ronald Cormier seconded the motion. 
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Councillor Boone questioned the legal fees paid to Attorney Phillips for her work. 
 

Councillor Walsh noted that the City required use of outside counsel due to a conflict of 
interest by the City Solicitor. 
 

Councillor Graves questioned the amount paid to Attorney Phillips for her work relating to 
Heywood Hospital’s problem and suggested that the problem is not the City’s fault and [just] 
because the City Solicitor was conflicted.  He said that the City should be reimbursed by the 
Hospital for legal expenses.  Referencing #10330, he said that the language states that the City 
is responsible for costs, so he questioned whether the Hospital would reimburse the City. 
 

Councillor Walsh stated that it is nobody’s fault that the Law Department has a conflict, 
including the Hospital.  He added that situation like this is the reason that the City budget’s 
for outside counsel. 
 

Councillor Judy Mack questioned the reason that the limit is $2,600.00. 
 
Councillor Walsh noted that legal costs also include recording of various documents and that 
$2,600 was the original estimate. 
 

City Auditor John Richard noted that in FY2020, the City expended $2,204.36 from the 
Outside Counsel Budget. 
 

Councillor Graves stated that Councillor Walsh is complicating the issue and that it “is not the 
City’s fault that we are conflicted” and now “have to foot the bill.” 
 

Councillor Mack questioned whether the Council could postpone action until the amount of 
the legal fees are known. 
 

President Kazinskas informed the Council that she received a text message from Win Brown 
that advised that the Hospital would reimburse the City for all legal fees.       
 

On a motion by Councillor Judy Mack and seconded by Councillor Nathan Boudreau, it was 
voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James 
Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott 
Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to refer A Measure 
Authorizing an Eighth Amendment to the April 9, 1968 Lease Between the City and Henry 
Heywood Memorial Hospital to the Finance Committee for further study and report.   
 
 
 
 
 

#10330 
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On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Judy Mack, it was voted 
on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James 
Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott 
Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to refer A Measure 
Authorizing an Easement Relocation Agreement Between the City of Gardner and 
Massachusetts Electric Company to the Finance Committee for further study and report.   
 
#10331 
On a motion by Councillor Craig Cormier and seconded by Councillor George Tyros, it was 
voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James 
Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott 
Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to refer A 
Communication from the Traffic Commission relative to Nutting Street Parking to the Public 
Safety Committee for study and report.   
 

Councillor James Walsh noted his disappointment with the Traffic Commission’s 
correspondence, citing their “We don’t do that” answer to the Council’s request.   He added 
that the Commission’s response is the result of its interpretation of the Traffic Commission 
Ordinance and their concerns that the Council makes its decisions based on whether it meets 
the current Code.  Councillor Graves concurred with Councillor Walsh’s comments. 
 
#10332 
On a motion by Councillor Craig Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Boone, on 
recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) 
yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig 
Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy 
Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to grant a Bowling Alley License to Brian’s Bowlaway, 
Inc., 123 Main Street, for the period expiring April 30, 2021. 
 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
#10306 
On a motion by Councillor Craig Cormier and seconded by Councillor Karen Hardern, on 
recommendation of the Public Safety Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) 
yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig 
Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy 
Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to grant the House of Peace and Education, Inc., d/b/a 
HOPEful Boutique, a License to Deal in Second Hand Articles at 29 Pleasant Street for the 
period expiring April 30, 2021. 

 
 

PUBLIC WELFARE COMMITTEE 
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#10305 
There being no objections, the Committee was granted more time to report on A Petition by 
Traven Development LLC to renew the designation of two (2) parcels at 525 Parker Street as a 
Development Overlay District 1.  A joint Public Hearing with the Planning Board will be 
scheduled.   
 

COUNCIL AS COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

#10310 
Councillor Ronald Cormier moved to adopt the following Order: 
 

AN ORDER TO RAISE AND APPROPRIATE A SUM OF MONEY FOR THE VARIOUS 
DEPARTMENTS FOR THE SALARY AND LABOR BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
BEGINNING JULY 1, 2020 TO JUNE 30, 2021. 

 

ORDER:  To raise and appropriate for the expense of the City of Gardner for the Fiscal Year 
beginning July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021 sums as designated for the expenditures of the various 
departments, Salary and Labor budgets, according to the detailed schedule hereto annexed and 
made a part of this money order in the amount of TWELVE MILLION, THREE HUNDRED 
EIGHTY-EIGHT THOUSAND, EIGHT HUNDRED SIXTY-SIX DOLLARS 66/100 CENTS 
($12,388,666.66).  

 

Councillor James Walsh seconded the motion. 
 

On the motion, Councillor Graves stated that when Mark Hawke was Mayor, he made 
interdepartmental transfers and cited G.L. Chapter 44, section 33B.  He questioned the practice 
but DOR Local Services would not put its answer in writing so he contemplated proposing 
every department budget be voted separately so that the interdepartmental transfers could not 
occur.   He added that the City Council gave up a lot of authority as a result.    
 

On the motion, it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas 
and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander 
Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James 
Walsh, to adopt the following Order: 
 

AN ORDER TO RAISE AND APPROPRIATE A SUM OF MONEY FOR THE VARIOUS 
DEPARTMENTS FOR THE SALARY AND LABOR BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
BEGINNING JULY 1, 2020 TO JUNE 30, 2021. 

 

ORDERED:  To raise and appropriate for the expense of the City of Gardner for the Fiscal Year 
beginning July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021 sums as designated for the expenditures of the various 
departments, Salary and Labor budgets, according to the detailed schedule hereto annexed and 
made a part of this money order in the amount of TWELVE MILLION, THREE HUNDRED 
EIGHTY-EIGHT THOUSAND, EIGHT HUNDRED SIXTY-SIX DOLLARS 66/100 CENTS 
($12,388,666.66).  

 



 
REGULAR MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 8, 2020 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Page 13 of 18 

CITY OF GARDNER     IN CITY COUNCIL 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 30 OF THE CITY CHARTER, APPROPRIATIONS BY THE CITY COUNCIL UNDER 
SECTION THIRTY-TWO OF CHAPTER FORTY-FOUR OF THE GENERAL LAWS ARE NOT PRESENTED TO THE 
MAYOR FOR APPROVAL. 
 
#10311 
Councillor Ronald Cormier moved to adopt the following Order: 
 

AN ORDER TO RAISE AND APPROPRIATE A SUM OF MONEY FOR THE VARIOUS 
DEPARTMENTS FOR THE EXPENSE BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 
1, 2020 TO JUNE 30, 2021. 

 
ORDER:  To raise and appropriate for the expense of the City of Gardner for the Fiscal Year 
beginning July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021 sums as designated for the expenditures of the various 
departments, other than what was presented to City Council in the Salary and Labor budget, 
according to the detailed schedule hereto annexed and made a part of this money order in the 
amount of TWENTY-TWO MILLION, FOUR HUNDRED EIGHT THOUSAND, FOURTY 
DOLLARS 02/100 CENTS ($22,408,040.02).  

 

Councillor James Walsh seconded the motion. 
 

On the motion, Councillor Graves stated that during informal budget discussions, he 
contemplated reducing expenses from the Law Department’s Budget, but decided not to in the 
spirit of good will. 
  
On the motion, it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas 
and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander 
Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James 
Walsh, to adopt the following Order: 

 

AN ORDER TO RAISE AND APPROPRIATE A SUM OF MONEY FOR THE VARIOUS 
DEPARTMENTS FOR THE EXPENSE BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 
1, 2020 TO JUNE 30, 2021. 

 

ORDERED:  To raise and appropriate for the expense of the City of Gardner for the Fiscal Year 
beginning July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021 sums as designated for the expenditures of the various 
departments, other than what was presented to City Council in the Salary and Labor budget, 
according to the detailed schedule hereto annexed and made a part of this money order in the 
amount of TWENTY-TWO MILLION, FOUR HUNDRED EIGHT THOUSAND, FOURTY 
DOLLARS 02/100 CENTS ($22,408,040.02).  

 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 30 OF THE CITY CHARTER, APPROPRIATIONS BY THE CITY COUNCIL UNDER 
SECTION THIRTY-TWO OF CHAPTER FORTY-FOUR OF THE GENERAL LAWS ARE NOT PRESENTED TO THE 
MAYOR FOR APPROVAL. 
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#10312 
Councillor James Walsh moved to adopt the following Order: 

 

AN ORDER TO RAISE AND APPROPRIATE A SUM OF MONEY FOR THE SCHOOL 
DEPARTMENT BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2020 TO JUNE 30, 
2021. 

 

ORDER:  To raise and appropriate for the expense of the City of Gardner for the Fiscal Year 
beginning July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021 sums as designated for the expenditures of the School 
Department according to the detailed schedule hereto annexed and made a part of this money 
order in the amount of TWENTY-FOUR MILLION, EIGHT HUNDRED NINETY-TWO 
THOUSAND, NINE HUNDRED THIRTY-EIGHT DOLLARS 23/100 CENTS ($24,892,938.23). 

 

Councillor Ronald Cormier seconded the motion. 
 

On the motion, Councillor Graves sought clarification on remarks made the Superintendent 
of Schools at the May School Committee meeting, who said that the Council cut the School 
Budget by $1.2M.  Councillor Graves said that the Council first acted today on the School 
Budget so that “there was no way the City Council cut it by $1.2M.” 
 

On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, it was 
voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James 
Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott 
Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to adopt the 
following Order: 
 

AN ORDER TO RAISE AND APPROPRIATE A SUM OF MONEY FOR THE SCHOOL 
DEPARTMENT BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2020 TO JUNE 30, 
2021. 

 

ORDERED:  To raise and appropriate for the expense of the City of Gardner for the Fiscal Year 
beginning July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021 sums as designated for the expenditures of the School 
Department according to the detailed schedule hereto annexed and made a part of this money 
order in the amount of TWENTY-FOUR MILLION, EIGHT HUNDRED NINETY-TWO 
THOUSAND, NINE HUNDRED THIRTY-EIGHT DOLLARS 23/100 CENTS ($24,892,938.23).  

 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 30 OF THE CITY CHARTER, APPROPRIATIONS BY THE CITY COUNCIL UNDER 
SECTION THIRTY-TWO OF CHAPTER FORTY-FOUR OF THE GENERAL LAWS ARE NOT PRESENTED TO THE 
MAYOR FOR APPROVAL. 
 
 

#10313 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Boone, it was 
voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James 
Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott 
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Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to adopt the 
following Order: 
 

AN ORDER APPROPRIATING A SUM OF MONEY FROM AVAILABLE ENTERPRISE 
FUNDS-VARIOUS RECEIPTS RESERVED TO VARIOUS ACCOUNTS FOR THE FISCAL 
YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2020 TO JUNE 30, 2021. 

 

ORDERED:  That there be and is hereby appropriated for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2020 
to June 30, 2021 the sum of NINE MILLION, NINE HUNDRED THIRTY THOUSAND, TWO 
HUNDRED SIXY-EIGHT DOLLARS 84/100 CENTS ($9,930,268.84) from Available Enterprise 
Funds-Receipts Reserved to the following accounts: 

 

  Sewer Dept  Enterprise Fund   $3,479,977.96 
  Water Dept  Enterprise Fund     3,668,096.86 
  Golf Course  Enterprise Fund        824,667.80 
  Landfill Closure Enterprise Fund          75,800.00 
  Solid Waste  Enterprise Fund     1,881,726.22 
 

Any unused funds will revert back to the original Enterprise Fund at year end. 
 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 30 OF THE CITY CHARTER, APPROPRIATIONS BY THE CITY COUNCIL UNDER 
SECTION THIRTY-TWO OF CHAPTER FORTY-FOUR OF THE GENERAL LAWS ARE NOT PRESENTED TO THE 
MAYOR FOR APPROVAL. 
 
#10314 
On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, it was 
voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James 
Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott 
Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to adopt the 
following Order: 
 

AN ORDER APPROPRIATING A SUM OF MONEY FROM AVAILABLE FUNDS-CABLE 
COMMISSION FEES RESERVED TO CABLE COMMISSION BUDGET FOR THE FICAL 
YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2020 TO JUNE 30, 2021. 

 

ORDERED:  That there be and is hereby appropriated for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2020 
to June 30, 2021 the sum of ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY THOUSAND, THREE HUNDRED 
SIXY-SEVEN DOLLARS ($180,367.77) from Available Funds-Cable Commission Fees Reserved 
to the Cable Commission budget.  Any unused funds will revert back to the Cable Commission 
Fees Reserved Fund at year end. 
 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 30 OF THE CITY CHARTER, APPROPRIATIONS BY THE CITY COUNCIL UNDER 
SECTION THIRTY-TWO OF CHAPTER FORTY-FOUR OF THE GENERAL LAWS ARE NOT PRESENTED TO THE 
MAYOR FOR APPROVAL. 
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#10315 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Boone, it was 
voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James 
Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott 
Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to adopt the 
following Order: 
 

AN ORDER APPROPRIATING A SUM OF MONEY FROM AVAILABLE FUNDS -PARKING 
METER RECEIPTS RESERVED TO VARIOUS ACCOUNTS FOR THE FICAL YEAR 
BEGINNING JULY 1, 2020 TO JUNE 30, 2021. 

 

ORDERED:  That there be and is hereby appropriated for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2020 
to June 30, 2021 the sum of EIGHTY THOUSAND, SEVEN HUNDRED SIXTY-FIVE 
DOLLARS 72/100 CENTS ($80,765.72) from Available Funds-Parking Meter Receipts Reserved 
to the following accounts: 

 

  City Treasurer  Parking Meter Clerk Salary  $14,265.72 
  City Treasurer  Parking Meter Maintenance    25,000.00 
  Police   Parking Meter Patrol     21,500.00 
  Public Works  Parking Meter Maintenance    20,000.00 
 

Any unused funds will revert back to the Parking Meter Receipts Reserved Fund at year end. 
 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 30 OF THE CITY CHARTER, APPROPRIATIONS BY THE CITY COUNCIL UNDER 
SECTION THIRTY-TWO OF CHAPTER FORTY-FOUR OF THE GENERAL LAWS ARE NOT PRESENTED TO THE 
MAYOR FOR APPROVAL. 
 
#10316 
On a motion by Councillor Craig Cormier and seconded by Councillor Aleksander 
Dernalowicz, it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas 
and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander 
Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James 
Walsh, to adopt the following Measure: 
 

AUTHORIZING FY2021 REVOLVING FUNDS    
M.G.L. CH.44, S.53E½  

 

VOTED:   To authorize and direct the City Treasurer to establish the following revolving funds 
for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021 in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 
44, section 53E½: 

 

Revolving 
Fund 

Authorized to 
Expend 

Revenue  
Source 

Purpose of  
Fund 

Spending  
Limit 

 
Airport Fuel 

Airport 
Commission 

Sale of airplane 
fuel 

Purchase of fuel, airport 
programs, and 
improvements 

Available balance or 
$20,000, whichever is 

less 
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Community 
Development 

Projects 

Community 
Development/ 

Planning 

Historic Housing 
Rehab Income 

Salaries and expenses 
relating to Community 
Development Activities 

Available balance or 
$20,000, whichever is 

less 
Wetland 

Protection 
Conservation 
Commission 

Local wetland 
filing fees 

Costs associated with 
wetland protection 

activities 

Available balance or 
$20,000, whichever is 

less 
Council on 

Aging 
Recreational 

Activities 

 
Council on Aging 

Director 

 
Recreation Fees 

Salaries and expenses 
relating to recreational 

activities at Senior 
Center 

 
Available balance or 

$20,000, whichever is 
less 

Gardner’s 
Summer 

Celebration 

 
Mayor 

 
Collections and 

donations 

Costs associated with 
Gardner’s Summer 

Celebration 

Available balance or 
$20,000, whichever is 

less 
Planning 

Board 
Publications 

Planning Board Sale of Planning 
Board 
publications 

Preparation and 
production of Planning 

Board publications 

Available balance or 
$3,000, whichever is less 

Road 
Resurfacing 

Public Works 
Director 

Fees charged for 
cutting into 
newly paved 

roads 

Costs associated with 
road resurfacing and 

road maintenance 

Available balance or 
$20,000, whichever is 

less 

High School 
Summer 

Football Camp 

 
School Department 

Camp fees and 
donations 

Salaries and expenses for 
the High School 

Summer Football Camp 

Available balance or 
$20,000, whichever is 

less 
Summer 

Basketball 
Camp 

 
School Department 

Camp fees and 
donations 

Salaries and expenses for 
the Summer Basketball 

Camp 

Available balance or 
$12,000, whichever is 

less 
 

Transportation 
 

School Department 
Bus passes and 

fees for 
transportation 

Salaries and expenses 
relating to school 

transportation 

Available balance or 
$20,000, whichever is 

less 
 

As per M.G.L., interest earned on these funds shall be treated as general fund revenue. 
 

The person or persons authorized to expend from each fund shall report annually to the Mayor and City 
Council the total amount of receipts and expenditures for the prior fiscal year and for the current fiscal 
year through December 31st, along with any other information that City Council may by vote require.  

 

In the event any fund is not reauthorized for the following fiscal year or the city changes the purpose of 
the revolving fund, the balance in the fund shall revert to surplus revenue, unless City Council and the 
Mayor vote to transfer the funds to another revolving fund established in accordance with M.G.L. 
Chapter 44, section 53E½. 

 

Presented to the Mayor for Approval – September 9, 2020 
Approved – September 9, 2020 
MICHAEL J. NICHOLSON, Mayor  

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS AND MATTERS FOR RECONSIDERATION 

 

#10305 
A joint Public Hearing with the Planning Board will be scheduled on A Petition by Traven 
Development LLC to renew the designation of two (2) parcels at 525 Parker Street as a 
Development Overlay District 1.  
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NEW BUSINESS 

 

Councillor Scott Graves thanked the taxpayers of Gardner for allowing the City Council to 
spend $70 million of their tax dollars for the FY21 Budget. 
 

Councillor James Walsh noted that the FY21 Budget calls for 2% cost-of-living raises for non-
union employees and that he is hopeful that the Salary Ordinance to implement the changes 
will be submitted for the next Council meeting. 
 

President Elizabeth Kazinskas informed the Council that she addressed the issue with the 
Mayor and that the Ordinance is expected for the next Council meeting. 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 

President Kazinskas led the Council in the Closing Prayer. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

On a motion by Councillor Nathan Boudreau and seconded by Councillor James Boone, on call 
of the roll, it was voted eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James 
Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott 
Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to adjourn at 8:43 
p.m. 
 
 

Accepted by the City Council: 
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