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       CITY COUNCIL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
       December 14, 2016 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE 
 

 

   Date:    Monday, December 19, 2016 
   Time:    6:00 p.m. 
   Location:   City Council Chamber, Room 219, City Hall 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT - Any person may make a video or audio recording of an open session of a meeting, or may transmit the meeting 
through any medium, subject to reasonable requirements of the chair as to the number, placement and operation of equipment used so as 
not to interfere with the conduct of the meeting.  Any person intending to make such recording shall notify the Chair forthwith. All 
Documents referenced or used during the meeting must be submitted in duplicate to the Chair of the Committee, pursuant to the Open 
Meeting and Public Records Law.  All documents shall become part of the official record of the meeting. 
 
 

I. Review and Approval of the Minutes of the November 21, 2016 Meeting.  
 
II. Department Updates 
 

o Health Director Jennifer Susen-Roy 
• Trash Fee Abatement Appeal, 229 Brookside Drive. 
• Trash Fee Abatement Appeal, 13 Ford Street. 

o Police Chief Neil Erickson 
o Fire Chief Richard Ares 
o Building Commissioner Jeffrey Cooke 

 
III. #9713 – Applications for Renewal of Class 1 Motor Vehicle Dealers Licenses (In City 

  Council and Referred to Public Safety Committee 12/5/2016). 
 

(1) Salvadore Chevrolet, 442 West Broadway. 
(2) Salvadore Chrysler-Dodge, Kinzer Drive. 

 
IV. #9714 – Applications for Renewal of Class 2 Motor Vehicle Dealers Licenses (In City 

  Council and Referred to Public Safety Committee 12/5/2016). 
 

(1)  AC Auto Clinic, 411 Park Street 
(2)  Auto Mart, 182 West Street 
(3)  Brian’s Auto Sales, 549 West Broadway 
(4)  Chair City Auto Sales, 144 Pearson Boulevard 
(5)  Gardner Auto Sales, 119 Pearson Boulevard 
(6)  Gardner Five Star Auto Sales, 407 Chestnut Street 
(7)  J. Wood Inc., 361 West Street 
(8)  JPJ Automotive LLC, 78 East Broadway 
(9)  Mike’s Auto, 251 East Broadway 

 

PRESIDENT 
James M. Walsh, Esq. 
 

COUNCILLORS AT LARGE 
James S. Boone 
Craig R. Cormier 
Ronald F. Cormier 
Scott J. Graves, Esq. 
Marc Morgan 
Matthew C. J. Vance 
 

WARD 1 COUNCILLOR 
James M. Walsh, Esq. 
 

WARD 2 COUNCILLOR 
Paul G. Tassone 
 

WARD 3 COUNCILLOR 
Nathan R. Boudreau 
 

WARD 4 COUNCILLOR 
Karen G. Hardern 
 

WARD 5 COUNCILLOR 
James D. Johnson 
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IV. #9714 – Applications for Renewal of Class 2 Motor Vehicle Dealers Licenses (Continued)  

(10) Rahaim Auto Sales, Rear 27 Hill Street 
(11) Ric’s Radiator Repair Used Car Sales, 800 West Broadway 
(12) Riverside Auto Recycling, 65 Riverside Road 
(13) Salvadore Chevrolet, 249 Timpany Boulevard.  
(14) Salvadore Chevrolet, 421 West Broadway. 
(15) T.J. & Sons Auto Repair & Towing, Inc., 537 West Broadway. 

 
V. #9715 – Applications for Renewal of Class 3 Motor Vehicle Junk Licenses (In City Council  

  and Referred to Public Safety Committee 12/5/2016). 
 

(1) Lajoie’s Used Auto Parts, Inc., Rear 27 Hill Street 
(2) Riverside Auto Recycling, 65 Riverside Road 

 
VI. #9716 – An Application by Brian’s Auto Sales, 549 West Broadway, for a Class 3 Motor    

   Vehicle Junk License (New) (In City Council and Referred to Public Safety Committee 
   12/5/2016). 

 
VII. #9717 – An Application by APB Automotive Enterprises, 408 Parker Street, for Renewal 
   of a Class 2 Motor Vehicle Dealer License (In City Council and Referred to Public 
   Safety Committee 12/5/2016). 
 
 
 
NOTICE:  The listing of Agenda items are those reasonably anticipated by the Chairman which may be discussed at the meeting.  Not all 
items listed may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law.   
  
 

CITY COUNCIL OF GARDNER 

       Paul G. Tassone 
       Paul G. Tassone 
       Chairman, Public Safety Committee 
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Chairman Paul Tassone called the Public Safety Committee meeting to order on Monday, 
November 21, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber.  Committee members Councillors 
Karen Hardern and Matthew Vance were also present. 
 
Others Present were Mayor Mark Hawke, Building Commissioner Jeffrey Cooke, Health Director 
Jennifer Susen-Roy, Deputy Police Chief John Bernard, and Fire Captain Gregory Lagoy. 
 
I.  Minutes of Prior Meeting(s). 

On a motion by Councillor Tassone and seconded by Councillor Hardern, it was voted to 
accept the Minutes of the October 17, 2016 Public Safety Committee Meeting, as 
printed. 

 
II.  Department Updates. 

 

Public Health Director Jennifer Susen-Roy: 
• The Department is very busy at this time due to annual license processing. All 

license applications for renewals are due on Tuesday (liquor, tanning, food, retail 
stores, etc.). 

• The Board voted that all incomplete applications be returned immediately to the 
applicant.  The procedure removes the staff’s burden to contact applicants and 
to chase their paperwork. 

• Ms. Susen-Roy said that the Department has issued many warnings related to 
housing - bed bug infestation, trash, and absentee landlords. 

• The Department received a Recycling Grant from DEP for $9,250.  The Grant 
funds will be used to replace/purchase rain barrels, recycling Toters and bins 
throughout the City. 

• The Department received a $6,000 grant for “swap shops,” which includes a shed 
and $1,000 for educational materials to publicize the service. A shed would be 
constructed at the Transfer Station and residents could leave items in the shed 
and swap with anything available (e.g. tables, chairs). She added that the service 
would save the City disposal costs and would make available items that another 
resident may need. 

 
Councillor Vance questioned how residents would be notified about the program. 
 
Ms. Susen-Roy said that the Department would advertise via the Internet; the City’s 
website; Facebook; flyers; GETV; and, area newspapers.  She added that the City 
receives points and dollars from DEP when the City encourages residents to become 
involved in various programs that the Department administers. 
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 Deputy Chief of Police John Bernard: 
• Three new cruisers arrived and are being utilized by the School Resource Officer, 

patrols, and the patrol supervisor. 
• An auction will be scheduled soon in order to dispose of surplus/out-of-service 

cruisers that have been stationary for a couple of years. 
 

DC Bernard commented that the installation of parking meters is a good idea, citing 
many complaints that cars are parked in front of the Binnall House and Community 
Health Center (“CHC”) for longer than two hours. 
 
Councillor Tassone said that he is not opposed to metered parking in certain designated 
areas, as needed or for 15 minute parking, citing the CHC and the need for its clients to 
be able to park.  
 
DC Bernard said that part of the problem with parking in front of the CHC is that visiting 
nurses park their vehicles along the front side and fill the entire street, that they are in 
the CHC all day, which leaves patients that “are in and out in about 45 minutes” with no 
convenient places to park their cars. 
 
Councillor Hardern asked DC Bernard if the Auto Dealer located across from Horrigan 
Cleaners on Pearson Boulevard is still in business, since she noticed that few cars are on 
the lot.  
 
DC Bernard suggested that the dealer may have turned-in his license and that she could 
check with the City Council Office, which is the licensing authority. 
 
DC Bernard remarked that there has been an increase in the number of used needles 
found and that the sharps disposal containers that the Police Department currently uses 
are health hazards and the officers don’t want to reuse them. 
 
Public Health Director Jen Susen-Roy mentioned that the Health Department will be 
providing sharps disposal containers for all Police cruisers. 
 
Fire Captain Greg Lagoy: 

• The new brush truck is now in service, but has not yet been used. 
• The Department’s 2003 Dodge Pickup plow truck is targeted for replacement, 

since it has a cracked exhaust and extensive body rust and will not pass 
inspection.  The vehicle is expected to be replaced with an appropriation from 
Free Cash.  The plow is needed for plowing the Fire Station and hydrant areas. 
The vehicle is also used for general service and that Fire Prevention officers use it 
for inspections and for transporting equipment. 
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• The Department obtained Westminster’s used ambulance, which has been 
equipped; however, some radio work still needs to be done. 

• The Department has applied for a State ambulance license which typically takes 
30 days for response.  The operational target date for the Ambulance is February 
9.  

• Seven recruits are currently in the Fire Academy and are expected to graduate 
on February 8. 

• Three more recruits will be starting the Academy at the end of December, at 
which point, the Fire Department should be fully staffed. 

• As a result of the City’s recently-implemented energy savings program, new gas 
boilers and hot water heaters have been installed in the Fire Station, as well as 
extensive weather stripping throughout building.  Officers have commented that 
the truck bay area is less drafty, which should make a big dent in energy costs. 

 
Building Commissioner Jeffrey Cooke: 

• Reconstruction of the parking lot alongside NuCafé at 484 Chestnut Street has 
been completed. 

• The Department has been very busy performing inspections for liquor license 
holder license renewals.  

• The City Hall Annex boiler is scheduled to be replaced in the spring of 2017 with 
a natural gas system. 

 
III. #9691 – An Ordinance to Amend the Code of the City of Gardner, Chapter 600, 

Thereof, Entitled “Vehicles and Traffic,” Article V. Parking Meters. 
 

 Mayor Hawke stated that the proposed Ordinance amendment establishes the parking 
metered area.  He noted the following: 

• Some parking spaces will be reserved for Post Office employees. 
• A committee comprised of the Mayor, former purchasing agents, two Square 

Two members, the Deputy Police Chief, and Joshua Cormier, decided to 
recommend the parking metered area changes.  

• Installation of the new meters must be completed soon so that holes can be 
drilled.  Other meters need to be replaced. 

• Parking meters are needed for revenue. 
 

DC Bernard remarked that parking meters are constantly breaking down, which wastes 
paper due to re-reading and re-printing citations, as well as wasting the Police officer’s 
time.  He said that newer parking meters feature visible signals that “flash” green or red, 
depending on the meter’s status.  He said that if an officer sees a green light flashing, 
s/he can pass the meter since time remains.  If a red signal flashes, then the meter is 
expired and the officer can issue a citation. 
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Councillor Vance recommended that an amendment be submitted and that the sections 
of the Ordinance be separated.  The first amendment would be to remove the section 
that includes Connors Street and then to offer a second proposal to appease certain 
members of the Council -- one to amend the Ordinance and the second vote for 
Connors Street changes only. 
 
Motion made by Councillor Vance to split and amend the ordinance and seconded by 
Councillor Hardern. So voted. 

 
IV. Authorizing Disposal of Surplus Public Safety Vehicles.  
 

 Motion made by Councillor Vance to dispose of surplus vehicles, as filed by the Chief of 
Police.  Motion seconded by Councillor Hardern and adopted. 

 
 Adjournment. 

On a motion Councillor Vance and seconded by Councillor Hardern, it was voted to 
adjourn at 6:32 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
  

 






























































































