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March 3, 2020

Mark M. Schafron, Chairman

Gardner Planning Board E FIL™ SOPY

City Hall Annex, Room 201
115 Pleasant Street
Gardner, MA 01440

Re:  Petition by Traven Development LLC to renew the designation of two (2)
parcels at 525 Parker Street as a Development Overlay District 1

Dear Mr. Schafron:

Pursuant to G.L. Chapter 404, § 5, the City Council voted to transmit to the Planning
Board for review and report the enclosed Petition by Traven Development LLC to renew the
designation of two (2) parcels at 525 Parker Street as a Development Overlay District 1.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Very truly yours,

Lland %(,,.,_.,el‘_\
ALAN L. AGNELLI
City Clerk
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February 19, 2020

James M. Walsh, Esq., Council President
City Coungil

95 Pleasant Street

Room (21

Gardner, MA 01440

Via: Hand Delivery

Ref.: Parker Place
525 Parker Place
Development Overlay District 1
Gardner, Massachusetts

Dear Council President and Members:

On behalf of Traven Development LLC., McCarty Engineering, Inc. (MEI) is hereby requesting
that under section 675-530 of the City of Gardner Zoning Ordinance that the designation of the
Development Overlay District 1, that was voted into action on April 18, 2006 and approved by
Mayor Gerald E. St. Hilaire on April 19, 2006 continue to apply to the property situated at 525
Parker Street. Associated with this designation we are also hereby requesting that the approved
use be amended from three- and four-unit condominiums to multi-unit residential buildings.

525 Parker Street consists of two parcels totaling approximately 7.5 acresz. The properties are
depicted on the City of Gardner Assessors Maps as parcels M22-1-6 and M22-6-27 both of
which are zoned Industrial | and are configured such that they have frontage along Parker Street,
Water Street and Parker Pond.

This parcel is the former location of one of Gardner’s premier furniture manufactures Gem
Industries who specialized in the creation of dormitory fumniture. The factory and parking areas
were situated to the interior portions of the site while the perimeter was marked with undulating
topography and wetland systems. In the early 2000s the factory was demolished and the site has
remained vacant.
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In harmony with the previously approved project and the City-wide growth and development
policies, the applicant proposes to redevelop this parcel and construct three multi-family
residential buildings, totaling 123 units.

The site has been configured such that the access into the site will be off of Parker Street. The
parking lots have been located within the interior of the site with the buildings positioned
alongside the edge of the parking. This configuration allows for the buildings to buffer the
parking areas to the abutting residences. Linked to this properties’ revitalization, an extensive
landscape plan is proposed which will aid in accenting the building architecture, complimenting
the natural elements while also providing buffering and screening.

This request to amend the Overlay district is the first step in the permitting process. This project
will require the filing for a Special Permit and Site Plan Review from the Planning Board and a
Notice of Intent with the local Conservation Commission and DEP.,

We feel this proposed development is consistent with the intent of the Development Overlay
District 1 and we look forward to working with City Council on this matter. If you have any

questions of comments, please feel free to contact our office.

Sincerely,

A2y

Lar Greene, RLA
PAMEN223-Clson'City Council'Docs\Development 1 Overlay Requestletter docx
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