CITY OF GARDNER, MASSACHUSETTS
CITY COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE
MINUTES OF MEETING OF MAY 18, 2020
The Finance Committee meeting was called to order remotely by Council President Elizabeth
Kazinskas at 7:00 p.m. Finance Committee Members Councillors Ronald Cormier and James
Walsh were also present via Zoom.
President Kazinskas announced that pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order
Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §20, and the Governor’s
March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitation on the number of people that may gather in
one place, this meeting of the Finance Committee will be conducted via remote participation
on Zoom. The audio recording, transcript, or other comprehensive record of proceedings will
be posted on the City’s website as soon as possible after the meeting and the meeting is being
broadcast live on Gardner’s YouTube Channel.
Also participating remotely was City Clerk Alan Agnelli.
1-1

Reading and Approval of Minutes of Prior Meeting.
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh,
on call of the roll, it was voted to approve the Minutes of the April 29, 2020 Regular
Meeting, as printed.

6-1

A Measure Authorizing an Eighth Amendment to the April 9, 1968 Lease Between the
City and Henry Heywood Memorial Hospital (Ref: Council Calendar No. 10119).
The Committee postponed action as no new information has been received from
Attorney Phillips.

6-2

A Measure Authorizing an Easement Relocation Agreement Between the City of
Gardner and Massachusetts Electric Company (Ref: Finance Committee Agenda No. 6-1).
President Kazinskas informed the Committee that she communicated with Atty. Deb
Phillips and was advised that the proposed changes to the Easement are under review
by National Grid’s Legal Department and that “the ball is in their court.” The
Committee postponed action.

6-3

A Measure Authorizing a Grant of Easement to Massachusetts Electric Company and
Verizon New England, Inc. for an “Overhead System” on City-owned property on the
northerly side of Pleasant Street.
Citing correspondence from National Grid and City Solicitor John Flick, President
Kazinskas noted that National Grid seeks to install an anchor and 2 guy wires on Cityowned land off Pleasant Street.
Councillors James Walsh and Ronald noted that the Easement is needed to install the
appurtenances on the parcel to support the Pleasant Street Bridge replacement project.
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On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier,
on call of the roll, it was voted to recommend to the City Council that the following
Order be granted:
GRANT OF EASEMENT
The CITY OF GARDNER, a municipal corporation with a mailing address at 95 Pleasant Street,
Gardner, Massachusetts 01440 (hereinafter referred to as the Grantor), for consideration of One
($1.00) Dollar, grants to MASSACHUSETTS ELECTRIC COMPANY, 40 Sylvan Road,
Waltham, Massachusetts 02451, a Massachusetts corporation, and VERIZON NEW ENGLAND
INC., a New York corporation, having a local address of 125 High Street – Oliver Tower, 07
Floor, Boston, MA 02110 (hereinafter referred to as the Grantees) with quitclaim covenants,
the perpetual right and easement to construct, reconstruct, repair, maintain, operate and patrol,
for the transmission of high and low voltage electric current and for the transmission of
intelligence and telephone use, lines to consist of, but not limited to, one (1) pole, (which may
be erected at different times) with wires and cables installed thereon, and all necessary
foundations, anchors, guys, braces, fittings, equipment and appurtenances (hereinafter referred
to as the “OVERHEAD SYSTEM”) over, across, under and upon the Grantor’s land in Gardner,
Worcester County, Massachusetts, to serve Grantor’s property and others.
Said "OVERHEAD SYSTEM" is to be located in, through, under, over, across and upon
Grantor’s property, which is located on the northerly side of Pleasant Street, to consist of Pole
P.34, to become established by and upon the final installation thereof by the Grantees.
Also with the further perpetual right and easement from time to time without further payment
therefore to pass and repass, over, across and upon Grantor’s land, as is reasonable and
necessary, in order to renew, replace, repair, remove, add to, maintain, operate and patrol and
otherwise change said “OVERHEAD SYSTEM” and each and every part thereof and to make
such other excavation or excavations as may be reasonably necessary in the opinion and
judgment of the Grantees, their successors and assigns, and to clear and keep cleared the
portions and areas of the premises wherein the “OVERHEAD SYSTEM” is specifically located
of such trees, shrubs, bushes, above ground and below ground structures, objects and surfaces,
as may, in the opinion and judgment of the Grantees, interfere with the efficient and safe
operation and maintenance of the “OVERHEAD SYSTEM”.
It is agreed that the “OVERHEAD SYSTEM” shall remain the property of the Grantees, their
successors and assigns, and that the Grantees, their successors and assigns, shall pay all taxes
assessed thereon. Grantor agrees that the rights and easement herein granted are for the
purpose of providing service to Grantor’s property and the further right to service others from
said “OVERHEAD SYSTEM”. The Grantor, for itself, its successors and assigns, covenant and
agrees with the Grantees, for themselves, their successors and assigns, that this Grant of
Easement and the location of the “OVERHEAD SYSTEM” may not be changed or modified
without the written consent of the Grantees, their successors and assigns, which consent may
be withheld by the Grantees in their sole discretion. The rights and easement herein granted
are over, across and upon a certain parcel of land being more particularly described in an
Instrument of Taking dated December 17, 1956, recorded with the Worcester South District
Registry of Deeds in Book 3833, Page 584.
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And further, said “OVERHEAD SYSTEM” (locations of the electrical equipment and other
facilities on the hereinbefore referred to premises of the Grantor) is approximately shown on a
sketch entitled: “EASEMENT SKETCH; Exhibit A – Not to Scale; Designer: David Terk Date:
5/1/20; Address: Pleasant Street Gardner, MA Work Order: 28579845; nationalgrid”, a reduced
copy of said sketch is attached hereto as “Exhibit A”, copies of which are in the possession of
the Grantor and Grantees herein, but the final definitive locations of said “OVERHEAD
SYSTEM” shall become established by and upon the installation and erection thereof by the
Grantees.
It is the intention of the Grantor to grant to the Grantee, its successors and assigns, all the rights
and easements aforesaid and any and all additional and/or incidental rights needed to install,
erect, maintain and operate within a portion of the Grantor’s land an “OVERHEAD SYSTEM”
for the transmission of intelligence and for supplying electric service for the building, buildings
or proposed buildings shown on the last herein referred to sketch or amended sketch and the
right to service others from said “OVERHEAD SYSTEM”.
For Grantor’s title, see Instrument of Taking dated December 17, 1956, recorded with the
Worcester South District Registry of Deeds in Book 3833, Page 584.

ADJOURNMENT
On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, on call
of the roll, it was voted three (3) yeas, President Kazinskas and Councillors Ronald Cormier
and James Walsh, to adjourn.
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