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CITY OF GARDNER     IN CITY COUNCIL 

 
Regular Meeting of the City Council was held remotely on Monday evening, April 20, 2021. 
  

CALL TO ORDER 
 

Council President Kazinskas called the meeting to order at 7:30 o’clock p.m.  
 

CALL OF THE ROLL 
 

City Clerk Titi Siriphan called the Roll of Members. Eleven (11) Councillors were present 
including Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, 
Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Elizabeth Kazinskas, Judy 
Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh.  Councillor James Boone was absent. 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

President Kazinskas led the Council in reciting the Opening Prayer. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

President Kazinskas led the Council in reciting the “Pledge of Allegiance”. 
 

OPEN MEETING RECORDING & PUBLIC RECORDS ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

President Kazinskas announced that pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order 
Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §20, and the Governor’s 
March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitation on the number of people that may gather in 
one place, this meeting of the Gardner City Council will be conducted via remote participation 
and broadcast live on Gardner Educational Television, Channel 8, and on the City’s YouTube 
Channel. The audio or video recording, transcript, or other comprehensive record of 
proceedings will be posted on the City’s website as soon as possible after the meeting.  She 
added that since the meeting is being conducted via Zoom, that all votes taken would be by 
roll call and asked Councillors to raise their hands to be recognized.  

 
READING & ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

 

On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, on call 
of the roll, it was voted ten (10) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James 
Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Karen 
Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, James Walsh, and one (1) nay from Councillor Scott Joseph 
Graves to waive reading and to accept the Minutes of the April 5, 2021 as printed. 
 
Councillor Scott Joseph Graves made a comment that the minutes are “less than bare bones” 
and that when someone votes “no” on an item, it should be noted in the minutes the reason 
why they voted that way. 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
#10414 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas opened the Public Hearing on the Petition by National Grid 
and Verizon New England to install 1 JO Pole on Acadia Road beginning at a point 
approximately 414 feet northeast of the centerline of the intersection of Acadia Road and 
West Street and continuing approximately 20 feet in the northwest direction. Installing P14-
50 in public way on Acadia Road. 
 
The President called for persons wishing to testify in favor of the Petition. 
 
The President announced that Steve Soucy, a representative of National Grid was available to 
speak at the public hearing in favor of the Petition. She also read the notice that was sent to 
the abutters to the public regarding the public hearing.  
 
Steve Soucy informed the committee that they are putting in the poll to cut down wear and 
tear on the lines: 

• There are two mid span pulls that are pulling on the wires five to seven yards off the 
centerline 

• They are installing the pole to cut down on the pull and support the overhead services  
 
 The President again called for persons wishing to testify in favor of the Petition.  
 
There being none, the President thrice called for persons wishing to testify in opposition.  
 
There being none, President Kazinskas closed the Hearing at 7:38 p.m. 
 
#10415 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas opened the Public Hearing on the Petition by National Grid to 
install beginning at a point approximately 361 feet southwest of the centerline of the 
intersection of Chapel Street and Willis Road. Installing underground secondary cable and 
heavy duty handhole for service to city facility at 235 Willis Road. She also read the notice 
that was sent to the abutters to the public regarding the public hearing. 
 
The President called for persons wishing to testify in favor of the Petition. 
 
Steve Soucy, representing National Grid, testified that this proposal is to replace and install 
new conduit from the existing pole to service the city’s sewer pump.  
 
The President again called for persons wishing to testify in favor of the Petition.  
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There being none, the President thrice called for persons wishing to testify in opposition.  
 
There being none, President Kazinskas closed the Hearing at 7:42 p.m. 
 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 
ORDERS 

 
#10416 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor Ronald Cormier informed the Council that 
the Committee voted favorably to recommend the Authorization. He reminded the Council 
that the Mayor had requested a proposal money order for this filtration system for the 
outdoor pool and at the time it was withdrawn. The Mayor has resubmitted and the reason it 
is being done in this manner is because the quotes are under fifty thousand dollars. Under 
procurement laws, this qualifies under quotes rather than bids: 

• There is a fairly long lead time for the manufacturing of this device 
• It is a custom-made device for our facility 
• While this is being manufactured, the Mayor will be soliciting quotes for the 

installation 
• The installation will be covered in the budget 
• The old system will be able to survive this summer and the new one will be ready to 

be installed as soon as possible  
 

On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, 
Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, 
George Tyros, and James Walsh, to adopt the following Authorization: 
 

AN ORDER APPROPRIATING A SUM OF MONEY FROM FREE CASH TO POOL 
FILTRATION SYSTEM ACCOUNT. 
 
ORDERED: That there be and is hereby appropriated the sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars 
and No Cents ($50,000.00) from Free Cash to the Pool Filtration System Account:  
 

Presented to the Mayor for Approval – April 21, 2021 
Approved – April 21, 2021 
MICHAEL J. NICHOLSON, Mayor  
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COMMUNICATIONS 
 
#10417 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor James Walsh informed the Council that 
the Committee voted favorably to recommend the Authorization. He stated that this measure 
is an initial step being taken by the city to obtain 80% contribution toward the cost of a new 
roof for the middle school which is now starting to show its age: 

• There have been a problem with leaks in a number of different locations 
• The facilities manager for the school department recommends replacement of the roof 
• It is a fairly lengthy process to get contributions from the school building 

administration 
• This is the initial step that needs to be taken. The authorization has already been 

taken by the by the School Committee last week and now it is before the Council  
because it requires Council approval as well 

 
On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, 
Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, 
George Tyros, and James Walsh, to adopt the following Authorization: 
 

MASSACHUSETTS SCHOOL BUILDING AUTHORITY ACCELERATED REPAIR 
PROGRAM STATEMENT OF INTEREST GARDNER MIDDLE SCHOOL 
(ROOF REPAIRS) 

 
VOTE:  To authorize the Superintendent to submit to the Massachusetts School 
Building Authority a Statement of Interest dated May 14, 2021 for Gardner Middle 
School, located at 297 Catherine Street, Gardner, MA  01440, which describes and 
explains the following deficiencies and the priority category(ies) for which Gardner 
Public Schools may be invited to apply to the Massachusetts School Building 
Authority in the future: 
 

● Priority Category:   

Priority # 5- Replacement, renovation or modernization of school facility systems, such 
as roofs, windows, boilers, heating and ventilation systems, to increase energy 
conservation and decrease energy related costs in a school facility; 
 

● Description of Deficiencies:  
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The Gardner Middle School opened in 1997. The roof is original to the building and 
has been maintained as leaks have occurred, however new leaks continue to occur at 
an increased pace, recently above the library and computer lab, and three assessments 
by different outside companies in the past three years have recommended repair or 
replacement; 
The Gardner City Council hereby further specifically acknowledges that by 
submitting this statement of interest, the Massachusetts School Building Authority in 
no way guarantees the acceptance or the approval of an application, the awarding of a 
grant, or any other funding commitment from the Massachusetts School Building 
Authority or commits the Gardner Public Schools to filing an application for funding 
with the Massachusetts School Building Authority. 

 
Presented to the Mayor for Approval – April 21, 2021 
Approved – April 21, 2021 
MICHAEL J. NICHOLSON, Mayor  

 
#10418 
Councillor James Walsh made a comment that he is happy to see this report and looks 
forward into seeing updates like this on an annual basis. 
 
Councillor James Boone concurs with Councillor Walsh. He appreciates the report from the 
Mayor and thanks the DPW Director for putting the packet together. It is a challenging job 
to keep up with the roads, especially here in New England. 
 
On a motion made by Councillor Aleksander Dernalowicz seconded by Councillor James 
Boone it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and 
Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander 
Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James 
Walsh, to place the Mayor’s report regarding Update on Paving Projects and Priorities on 
file. 
 

PETITIONS, APPLICATIONS, COMMUNICATIONS, ETC. 
 
#10419 
On a motion by Councillor Scott Joseph Graves and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, it 
was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors 
James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, 
Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to Refer to 
the Public Safety Committee for study and report, An Application by ECOATM, LLC, for a 
license to Deal in Second Hand Articles. 
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REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMITTEE 
 

#10414 
Councillor Nathan Boudreau, Chairman of the Public Service Committee, reported the 
Committee voted to recommend that the Petition be granted. 
 
Councillor Nathan Boudreau informed the Council that there was an abutter on Acadia Road 
who submitted a statement at the Public Service meeting outlining the placement of the poll 
on the property and some water issues. The committee move the recommendation of the 
petition contingent upon the petition moving the poll two feet to the southwest. Engineer 
Chris Coughlin was able to reach out to National Grid to amend the petition. He did speak 
with the abutter before the meeting and she stated that she is happy with the new amended 
version of the poll petition. 
 
On a motion by Councillor Nathan Boudreau and seconded by Councillor Judy Mack, on 
recommendation of the Public Service Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) 
yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig 
Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy 
Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to adopt the following Order: 
 

By the City Council of the City of Gardner, Massachusetts 
 
Notice having been given and public hearing held, as provided by law, 
 
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED: 
 
That NATIONAL GRID and VERIZON NEW ENGLAND, INC. (formerly known as 
NEW ENGLAND TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY) be and they are 
hereby granted joint or identical locations for and permission to erect and maintain poles 
and wires to be placed thereon, together with such sustaining and protecting fixtures as said 
Companies may deem necessary, in the public way or ways hereinafter referred to, as 
requested in petition of said companies dated the 15th day of April 2021. 
 
 All construction under this order shall be in accordance with the following 
conditions: 
 
 Poles shall be of sound timber, and reasonably straight, and shall be set substantially 
at the points indicated upon the plan marked – Acadia Road – Gardner, Massachusetts.  
 

No. #30315002………………Dated: April 15, 2021 - filed with this order. 
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There may be attached to said poles by NATIONAL GRID and VERIZON NEW 
ENGLAND, INC. such wires, cables and fixtures as needed in their business and all of said 
wires and cables shall be placed at a height of not less than twenty (20) feet from the 
ground. 
 

The following are the public ways or part of ways along which the poles above 
referenced to may be erected, and the number of poles which may be erected thereon under 
this order: 

 
Acadia Road -  National Grid and Verizon New England to install 1 JO Pole on Acadia 
Road beginning at a point approximately 414 feet northeast of the centerline of the 
intersection of Acadia Road and West Street and continuing approximately 20 feet in a 
northwest direction. Installing P14-50 in public way on Acadia Road. 

 
Also for permission to lay and maintain underground laterals, cables and wires in 

the above or intersecting public ways for the purpose of making connections with such 
poles and buildings as each of said petitioners may desire for distributing purposes. 

 
#10415 
Councillor Nathan Boudreau, Chairman of the Public Service Committee, reported the 
Committee voted to recommend that the Petition be granted. 
 
Councillor Scott Graves had a question for National Grid and wanted to know if they will tear up 
the roads. 
 
Steve Soucy, representative from National Grid responded that there is a stipulation where they 
have to patch, pave or redo the road after everything is finished. 
 
Councillor James Boone questioned if the city will incur more costs for opening the roads. 
 
Mayor Nicholson responded that it falls to the person (the contractor) who pulls the road opening 
permit from the DPW. 
 
Councillor Judy Mack mentioned that in the proposed road paving report, Chapel Street at Willis 
road have not been repaved, so this would be the time to do it. This timing is appropriate. 
 
On a motion by Councillor Nathan Boudreau and seconded by Councillor Karen Hardern, on 
recommendation of the Public Service Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, eleven (11) 
yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig 
Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy 
Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to adopt the following Order: 
 

By the City Council of the City of Gardner, Massachusetts 
 
ORDERED: 
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Notice having been given and a public hearing held as provided by law, that the 
Massachusetts Electric Company d/b/a NATIONAL GRID be and it is hereby granted 
permission to excavate the public highways and to run and maintain underground electric 
conduits, together with such sustaining and protecting fixtures as said company may deem 
necessary, in the public way or ways hereinafter referred to, and to make the necessary 
house connections along said extensions, as requested in petition of said company dated 
the 5th day of April, 2021. 

 
Said underground conduits to be located substantially in accordance with the plan 

filed herewith marked – Willis Road - Gardner, Massachusetts. Plan #29735035. 
 
The following are the public ways or parts of ways under which the underground 

electric conduits above referred to may be laid: 
 

Willis Road – National Grid to install beginning at a point approximately 361 feet 
southwest of the centerline of the intersection of Chapel Street and Willis Road. Installing 
underground secondary cable and heavy duty handhole for service to city facility at 235 
Willis Road. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
Councillor Judy Mack made a statement that since March 15, 2020 pursuant to Governor 
Baker’s that we have City Council meetings via Zoom. She hopes that the Council will return 
to City all Chambers soon with the appropriate safety measures. 

 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 

President Kazinskas led the Council in the Closing Prayer. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

On a motion by Councillor Nathan Boudreau and seconded by Councillor Craig Cormier on 
call of the roll, it was voted eleven (11) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors 
James Boone, Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, 
Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to adjourn 
at 8:08 p.m. 
 
Accepted by the City Council:  May 3, 2021 
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#10404 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, eight (8) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald 
Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, and James Walsh, 
and one (1) nay, Councillor Judy Mack to confirm the following Appointment received from 
the Mayor: 
 

MICHAEL F. ELLIS to the position of SENIOR CITIZEN’S DIRECTOR for the term 
expiring 3/15/2024. 
 

 

Worcester, ss.                            April 6, 2021 
 

       
Then personally appeared MICHAEL F. ELLIS and made oath that he would faithfully 

and impartially perform the duties of SENIOR CITIZEN’S DIRECTOR according to law and 
the best of his abilities.  

Before me, 
      /s/ John A. Olivari, Assistant City Clerk 

 
ORDERS 

#10405 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor James Walsh informed the Council that 
the Committee voted favorably to recommend the Authorization. The appropriation is to 
replenish an account that is being used for consulting services to former Clerk Alan Agnelli 
to provide assistance to the new City Clerk. 
 
Councillor Ronald Cormier mentioned that the City Clerk’s position is appointed by the City 
Council as well as the City Auditor. When the City Auditor was hired several years ago, he 
was also given supplemental assistance to assist him into getting up to speed. It is quite 
beneficial and he is in favor of the order. 
 
On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, ten (10) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald 
Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George 
Tyros, and James Walsh, to adopt the following Authorization: 
 

AN ORDER APPROPRIATING A SUM OF MONEY FROM FREE CASH TO CITY 
CLERK’S PROFESSIONAL SERVICES ACCOUNT. 
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ORDERED: That there be and is hereby appropriated the sum of Four Thousand Dollars 
and No Cents ($4,000.00) from Free Cash to the City Clerk’s Professional Services 
Account. 
 

Presented to the Mayor for Approval – April 6, 2021 
Approved – April 6, 2021 
MICHAEL J. NICHOLSON, Mayor  

 
#10406 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor Ronald Cormier informed the Council that 
the Committee voted favorably to recommend the Authorization. 

• There were unused salaries that could not be used at the time 
• They would like to use the unused salaries to purchase equipment for the Recreation 

Department 
• Athletic Director Dan Forte was able to provide the Council with a list of items that 

can be used to support the summer programs. 
 

On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, ten (10) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald 
Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George 
Tyros, and James Walsh, to adopt the following Authorization: 
 

AN ORDER TRANSFERRING APPROPRIATIONS FROM MUNICIPAL 
RECREATION DEPARTMENT, PLAYGROUND STAFF SALARIES TO MINOR 
EQUIPMENT EXPENDITURES. 
 
ORDERED: That there be and is hereby transferred the appropriations sum of 
Twenty-six Thousand Four Hundred Dollars and No Cents ($26,400.00) from 
Municipal Recreation Department, Playground Staff Salaries to Minor Equipment 
Expenditures. 
 

Presented to the Mayor for Approval – April 6, 2021 
Approved – April 6, 2021 
MICHAEL J. NICHOLSON, Mayor  

 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 
#10407 
President Kazinskas read the full packet and Resolution to the public for the record. 
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Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor Ronald Cormier informed the Council that 
the Committee voted favorably to recommend the Authorization. He stated that this is one 
of several revolving accounts that we have and as a reminder, it has to be renewed each year. 
 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, ten (10) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald 
Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George 
Tyros, and James Walsh, to adopt the following Authorization: 
 

MUNICIPAL RECREATION DEPARTMENT REVOLVING FUND M.G.L. CH44, 
S.53E ½  
 
VOTED: To authorize and direct the City Treasurer to establish a revolving fund in 
accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44, section 53 E ½  for salaries and expenses for the 
City of Gardner Municipal Recreation Department. 
 
Monies received from camp fees and donations shall be credited to this fund. As per 
M.G.L., interest earned on this fund shall be treated as general fund revenue. 
 
The Municipal Recreation Department is authorized to expend from this fund and is 
limited to a total amount not to exceed any available balance or fifty thousand dollars 
($50,000.00), whichever is less. 
 
The Municipal Recreation Department shall report annually to the Mayor and City 
Council the total amount of receipts and expenditures for the prior fiscal year and for 
the current fiscal year through December 31st , along with any other information that 
City Council may by vote require. 
 
In the event this fund is not reauthorized for the following fiscal year or the city 
changes the purpose of the revolving fund, the balance in the fund shall revert to 
surplus revenue, unless City Council and the Mayor vote to transfer the funds to 
another revolving fund established in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 44, section 
53E ½ .  
 

Presented to the Mayor for Approval – April 6, 2021 
Approved – April 6, 2021 
MICHAEL J. NICHOLSON, Mayor  
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#10408 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor James Walsh informed the Council that 
the Committee voted favorably to recommend the Authorization. He stated that without a 
vote of the Council, the city is restricted to a three year contract for these kind of services. 
With the vote of the Council, it can be extended out to five years. It has been done with 
other contracts in the past. 
 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, nine (9) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald 
Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack and James Walsh, and one (1) 
nay, Councillor Scott Joseph Graves to adopt the following Authorizations: 
 

AUTHORIZING A FIVE-YEAR CONTRACT PERIOD FOR SOLID WASTE 
REMOVAL 
 
VOTED: To authorize the City to enter into a contract not to exceed five (5) years to 
provide solid waste removal, pursuant to the provisions of Massachusetts General Law, 
Chapter 30B, section 12 and under the terms outlined in the memorandum from the 
Purchasing Agent to the Mayor. 

 
Presented to the Mayor for Approval – April 6, 2021 
Approved – April 6, 2021 
MICHAEL J. NICHOLSON, Mayor  

 
#10409 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor Ronald Cormier informed the Council that 
the Committee voted favorably to recommend the Authorization. A letter was received from 
Lynn Sayarath regarding the donation of a substantial amount of money to the Recreation 
Department. 
 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, ten (10) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald 
Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George 
Tyros, and James Walsh, to adopt the following Authorization: 
 

ACCEPTANCE OF DONATIONS AND GIFTS GARDNER RECREATION 
DEPARTMENT 
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VOTED: That the City of Gardner is authorized to accept certain donations and gifts 
for use by the Gardner Recreation Department, said acceptance in accordance with the 
provisions of Chapter 44, Section 53A ½ of the General Laws. 

 
Presented to the Mayor for Approval – April 6, 2021 
Approved – April 6, 2021 
MICHAEL J. NICHOLSON, Mayor  

 
#10410 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor James Walsh informed the Council that 
the Committee voted favorably to recommend the Authorization. He stated that the city has 
received donations and gifts from Aubuchon Hardware Company consisting of large amount 
of hand sanitizers and gloves.  
 
On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, ten (10) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald 
Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George 
Tyros, and James Walsh, to adopt the following Authorization: 
 

ACCEPTANCE OF DONATIONS AND GIFTS PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
 
VOTED: That the City of Gardner is authorized to accept certain donations and gifts 
for use by the Public Health Department, said acceptance in accordance with the 
provisions of Chapter 44, Section 53A ½ of the General Laws. 

 
Presented to the Mayor for Approval – April 6, 2021 
Approved – April 6, 2021 
MICHAEL J. NICHOLSON, Mayor  

 
#10411 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor Ronald Cormier informed the Council that 
the Committee voted favorably to recommend the Authorization. He stated that this was a 
wonderful donation from the Polish American Veterans. The donation will be a flag and flag 
pole for the newly opened Pleasant Street Bridge. He thanks them for their donation.  
 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, ten (10) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald 
Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George 
Tyros, and James Walsh, to adopt the following Authorization: 
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ACCEPTANCE OF DONATIONS AND GIFTS PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
 
VOTED: That the City of Gardner is authorized to accept certain donations and gifts 
for use by the Public Works Department, said acceptance in accordance with the 
provisions of Chapter 44, Section 53A ½ of the General Laws. 

 
#10412 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor James Walsh informed the Council that 
the Committee voted favorably to recommend the Authorization. He stated that this is an 
authorization to transfer property to the GRA so that they can put the land in their authority 
to market and sell. This has been done with other projects in the past. 
 
On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, ten (10) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald 
Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George 
Tyros, and James Walsh, to place the document on file: 
 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF GARDNER TO SELL 205-213 MAIN STREET TO THE 
GARDNER REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
 
VOTED: To authorize the Mayor to sell 205-213 Main Street further identified on the 
City of Gardner Assessor’s Map as MAP ID: M22-15-49 for $1, to the Gardner 
Redevelopment Authority and upon such terms as the Mayor shall consider proper in 
accordance with this Vote. 

 
#10413 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor Ronald Cormier informed the Council that 
the Committee voted favorably to recommend the Authorization. He stated that they 
received a fairly lengthy notification from the Mayor explaining some of the reimbursements 
that we’ve received during the COVID pandemic. 
 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, ten (10) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald 
Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George 
Tyros, and James Walsh, to place the report from the Mayor on file. 
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PETITIONS, APPLICATIONS, COMMUNICATIONS, ETC. 
 
#10401 
Reporting for the Finance Committee, Councillor James Walsh informed the Council that 
the Committee voted favorably to recommend the Authorization. He stated that this was the 
City Clerk’s appointment of Assistant City Clerk, John Olivari. He has held this position for a 
number of years and that this was a reappointment. 
 
On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, on 
recommendation of the Finance Committee, it was voted on call of the roll, ten (10) yeas, 
President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald 
Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George 
Tyros, and James Walsh, to confirm the following Appointment received from the City 
Clerk: 
 

JOHN A. OLIVARI to the position of ASSISTANT CITY CLERK for the term expiring 
3/15/2024. 
 

 

Worcester, ss.                            April 6, 2021 
 

       
Then personally appeared JOHN A. OLIVARI and made oath that he would faithfully 

and impartially perform the duties of ASSISTNATN CITY CLERK according to law and the 
best of his abilities.  

Before me, 
      /s/ Titi Siriphan, City Clerk 
 
 
#10414 
On a motion by Councillor Nathan Boudreau and seconded by Councillor Karen Hardern, it 
was voted on call of the roll, ten (10) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors 
Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph 
Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to schedule a Public 
Hearing and to Refer to the Public Service Committee for study and report the Petition by 
National Grid and Verizon New England to install 1 JO Pole on Acadia Road beginning at a 
point approximately 20 feet in the northwest direction. Installing P14-50 in public way on 
Acadia Road. 
 
#10415 
On a motion by Councillor Nathan Boudreau and seconded by Councillor Karen Hardern, it 
was voted on call of the roll, ten (10) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors 
Nathan Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph 
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Graves, Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to schedule a Public 
Hearing and to Refer to the Public Service Committee for study and report the Petition by 
National Grid to install beginning at a point approximately 361 feet southwest of the 
centerline of the intersection of Chapel Street and Willis Road. Installing underground 
secondary cable and heavy duty handhole for service to city facility at 235 Willis Road. 
 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

 
#10400 
Councillor Craig Cormier informed the committee that the Building Commissioner Roland 
Jean has reached out to the applicant by email and phone and has not received any further 
information regarding concerns with zoning.  
 
On a motion by Councillor Craig Cormier and seconded by Councillor Karen Hardern, it was 
voted on call of the roll, ten (10) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors Nathan 
Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, 
Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to remove the item from the 
calendar and later put back on when more information is provided as requested. 
 
There being no objections, the Committee was granted to remove the item from the 
Calendar on An Application by Blake Motors, for a License to Buy and Sell Second Hand 
Motor Vehicles, Class 2, on 412 Main Street. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
Councillor Scott Joseph Graves invites the entire citizenry to watch the Finance Committee 
Meeting of March 30, 2021 regarding item number 7-1. 
 
Councillor Ronald Cormier request through the Council President and the City Clerk to send 
a letter of appreciation to the individuals and organizations that provided some very 
generous gifts to the city on behalf the City Council.   

 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 

President Kazinskas led the Council in the Closing Prayer. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

On a motion by Councillor Judy Mack and seconded by Councillor Nathan Boudreau, on call 
of the roll, it was voted ten (10) yeas, President Elizabeth Kazinskas and Councillors Nathan 
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Boudreau, Craig Cormier, Ronald Cormier, Aleksander Dernalowicz, Scott Joseph Graves, 
Karen Hardern, Judy Mack, George Tyros, and James Walsh, to adjourn at 8:21 p.m. 
 
Accepted by the City Council:   
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          CITY OF GARDNER 
          MASSACHUSETTS 01440-2630 

 
          OFFICE OF THE 

        CITY CLERK 
             Room 121, City Hall 
             Tel  (978) 630-4058 
             Fax (978) 630-2589 

 
                                                                                NOTICE TO ABUTTERS 
 

April 6, 2021 
 
TO ABUTTERS AND OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES: 
 
Pursuant to the provisions of M.G.L., c. 166, §22, you are hereby notified that a 
Public Hearing will be conducted via remote participation* on TUESDAY, APRIL 
20, 2021 at 7:30 o'clock P.M. on the petition of Massachusetts Electric Company, 
d/b/a NATIONAL GRID for permission to locate poles, wires, and fixtures, 
including the necessary sustaining and protecting fixtures, under along and across 
the following public way: 
 

WILLIS ROAD – – A Petition by National Grid to install beginning at a point 
approximately 361 feet southwest of the centerline of the intersection of 
Chapel Street and Willis Road. Installing underground secondary cable and 
heavy duty handhole for service to city facility at 235 Willis Road. 
 

A sketch of the proposed pole location is attached for your edification. 
 
*The Public Hearing will be conducted via Zoom Video Conferencing and broadcast 
live on Gardner Educational Television Channel 8 and on the City’s YouTube 
Channel.  Parties interested in testifying before the City Council are requested to 
contact City Clerk Titi Siriphan by calling 978-630-4058 or by e-mail at 
tsiriphan@gardner-ma.gov to register and to obtain participation/call-in 
instructions. 
 
      CITY COUNCIL OF GARDNER 
 
 
      By:  TITI SIRIPHAN 

City Clerk 
 
 

 

mailto:tsiriphan@gardner-ma.gov
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