
 
 

 
 

CITY OF GARDNER, MASSACHUSETTS 
CITY COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 
Wednesday – November 16, 2016 – 12:00 PM 

City Council Chamber - City Hall 
 
 

AGENDA 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF OPEN MEETING RECORDINGS 
Any person may make a video or audio recording of an open session of a meeting, or may transmit the meeting through any medium, subject to 
reasonable requirements of the chair as to the number, placement and operation of equipment used so as not to interfere with the conduct of the 
meeting.  Any person intending to make such recording shall notify the Chair forthwith.  All Documents and exhibits used or referenced at the 
meeting must be submitted in duplicate to the City Clerk, as they become part of the Meeting Minutes. 
 
1-1 Review and Approval of the November 2, 2016 Meeting Minutes. 
 
2-1 An Order Appropriating $121,825.00 from Free Cash to Stabilization.  
 
2-2  An Order Appropriating $13,169.00.00 from Free Cash to Information Technology 

Department, Software/Services/License Renewals Account. 
 
2-3  An Order Appropriating $180,762.00 from Free Cash to School Department.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

Items listed on the Agenda are those reasonably anticipated by the Chair to be discussed at the meeting.  Not all items listed may in 
fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law.   
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Finance Committee Members Present: President James Walsh and Councillors Ronald 
Cormier and Marc Morgan.  
 

Others Present: City Assessor Susan Byrne; City Auditor John Richard; and, City Clerk Alan 
Agnelli. 
 

The meeting was called to order by President James Walsh at 12:00 p.m. in the City Council 
Chamber, City Hall. 
 

President Walsh asked if anyone present planned to record the meeting, in accordance with 
the requirements of the Open Meeting Law, as follows: 
 

Any person may make a video or audio recording of the open session of this meeting so long as it does 
not interfere with the conduct of the meeting.  All documents and exhibits used or referenced at this 
meeting shall be submitted in duplicate to the City Clerk, as they become part of the minutes of the 
meeting. Is there anyone present who will be recording this meeting? 

 

No one responded. 
 

1-1     Reading and Approval of Minutes of Prior Meetings. 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor Marc 
Morgan, it was voted to approve the Minutes of the Meeting of October 12, 2016, as 
printed. 
 

5-1 A Measure to Adopt a Factor for Real Estate and Personal Property Taxation for Fiscal 
 Year 2017. 

City Assessor Susan Byrne informed the Committee that the Board of Assessors voted 
to recommend that the City Council adopt a single tax rate across all classes of 
property, adding that the Board opposes taxing commercial and industrial properties 
at a higher rate since it may discourage expansion or local businesses as well as siting 
new businesses.  
 

In a communication to the Mayor and City Council, the Board of Assessors cited the 
following values by Class and percentages of total value for FY2017: 
 

Residential  $   949,314.346.00 = 79.2914% 
Commercial  $   120,068,054.00 = 10.0287% 
Industrial  $     60,033,000.00 =   5.0142% 
Personal Property $     67,832,212.00 =   5.6657%  

  TOTAL  $1,197,247,612.00 =  100.00% 
 
President Walsh questioned the extent that any Tax Incentive-Financed projects (“TIF”) 
have on the computed values and tax revenues. 
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Ms. Byrne stated that the City presently has one TIF that postpones $1 Million in new 
industrial value for 20 years, graduated in marginal increments over the multi-year 
period.     

   
On a motion by Councillor Marc Morgan and seconded by Councillor Ronald 
Cormier, it was voted to recommend to the City Council that it adopt Factor 1 for 
each class of Real Estate and Personal Property Tax Rate for Fiscal Year 2017. 

 
5-2 A Measure to Authorize the City Clerk to Electronically Sign the FY2017 Tax Rate 
 Recapitulation on behalf of the City Council. 

On a motion by Councillor Marc Morgan and seconded by Councillor Ronald 
Cormier, it was voted to recommend to the City Council that it authorize the City 
Clerk to electronically sign the FY2017 Tax Rate Recapitulation on behalf of the City 
Council. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor Marc Morgan, it 
was voted to adjourn at 12:08 p.m. 
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