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ORDINANCE 

An Ordinance to Amend the Code of the City of Gardner, Chapter 675, Section 530, 
Entitled “Development Overlay District 1” to add a subsection “H” as follows: 

H. The following areas have been designated by the City Council as Development 
Overlay District I.  The terms and/or conditions not consistent with the general 
language of this Chapter 675, Section 530, if any, are referenced within the listing of 
the specific property to which such terms and/or conditions relate): [and then each 
property (with any terms and conditions - like 525 Parker Street's) that has obtained 
Development Overlay District I designation will be listed, and the list will be 
continuously updated, in accordance with law]. 
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(c) Professional office and retail store.

(d) Indoor amusement or recreation place of assembly,
provided that the building is so insulated and maintained
as to confine noise to the premises.

(e) Commercial clubs and/or recreational establishments
such as swimming pools, tennis courts, ski clubs, camping
areas, skating rinks or other commercial facilities
offering outdoor recreation.

(2) Properties zoned Industrial 1 and designated a Development
Overlay District 1 shall be permitted the following uses under
a special permit by the Planning Board as provided in
§ 675-1170, Special permits:

(a) Three- or four-family dwelling, multifamily dwelling and
mixed use.

(b) Eat-in restaurant serving food or beverages.

(c) Eat-in restaurant serving food or beverages with live or
mechanical entertainment.

E. Dimensional requirements.

(1) Any new structure, substantial improvement or alternative to
an existing structure involving more than 50% of that
structure's gross floor area shall be subject to the following:

(a) Minimum lot size: 5,000 square feet.

(b) Minimum frontage: none. However, recorded
documentation of legal access to the property shall be
required.

(c) Front yard setback: none.

(d) Side yard setback: 10 feet, or none if abuts commercial or
industrial use.

(e) Rear yard setback: 20 feet.

(f) Maximum building height: five stories or 60 feet.

(g) Maximum lot coverage shall not exceed 85%.

(2) Improvements or alterations to an existing structure
involving less than 50% of that structure's gross floor area
shall not be subject to dimensional requirements, except that
the minimum lot size shall not be less than 5,000 square feet

§ 675-530 § 675-530
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and the structure shall not expand in terms of percentage of
lot coverage.

F. Parking requirements. Off-street parking shall be provided
according to the schedule of parking uses, § 675-750, except as
follows:

Parking Requirements: Development Overlay District 1
Use Parking Spaces Required
Retail store 1 space per 250 square feet

gross floor area
Business or professional office 1 space per 300 square feet

gross floor area
Restaurant, lodge or club, or
other place of assembly

1 space per 4 seats

Library, museum, art gallery or
civic center

2 spaces per 1,000 square feet
gross floor area

Three-, four-family and
multifamily dwelling units

1 space per dwelling for units
not exceeding 1 bedroom. 2
spaces per dwelling for units
with two or more bedrooms

Mixed use Sum of various uses computed
separately

G. Site plan review. The site plan review and approval provisions of
§ 675-1010, Site plan review, shall apply to the following types of
structures and uses in a Development Overlay District 1:

(1) Any new structure or group of new structures under the same
ownership on the same or contiguous lots that consists of
2,500 square feet or more of gross floor area.

(2) Any improvement, alteration, or change in use which results
in an increase of 2,500 square feet or more of gross floor
area.

§ 675-530 § 675-530
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